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The ROBUST timeline

ÅROBUST is a Horizon 2020 multi-actor research and 
innovation project 

Å/ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άConsolidated policy framework 
and governance models for synergies in rural-urban linkagesέ

ÅStarted to develop consortium and project in July 2015

ÅStage 1 proposal submitted 17 February 2016

ÅFull proposal submitted 13 September 2016

ÅProject started 1 June 2017 and ends 30 November 2021



Changes during the ROBUST timeline

Å9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘŜȄǘΥ άenable further 
growth and job creation in rural areasέ 

ÅCOVID-19 pandemic: has impacted our work (incl. 
conference), but also redefined rural-urban relations and 
interdependencies

ÅGrowing attention for climate change & biodiversity: Green 
Deal

ÅShift from focus on economic growth to wellbeing 

ÅShift from sectoral to integrated approach



Objective of ROBUST

ÅThe overall goal of ROBUST is to 
a) advance our understanding of the interactions and 

dependencies between rural, peri-urban and urban areas, and 

b) identify and promote policies, governance models and practices 
that foster mutually beneficial relations.

ÅApproach (multi-actor):
Å11 Living Labs (LLs)

Å5 Thematic Communities of Practice (CoPs)



Living Labs



Communities of Practice

Living Lab

Community of Practice

New business 

models and 

labour markets

Public 

infrastructure 

and social 

services

Sustainable 

food systems

Cultural 

connections

Ecosystem 

services 

Tukums 

Helsinki 

Ljubljana 

Ede 

Lisbon Metropolitan Area

Gloucestershire

FrankfurtRheinMain

Lucca

Mid Wales

Styria Metropolitan Area 

Valencia



Work plan

Preparing the seedbed and 
sowing / planting (M0-18)

Growing, caring, nourishing 
and first tastings 
Let a Thousand (edible) 
Flowers Bloom (M 19-36)

Harvesting, tasting, 
preparing and eating meals 
together; Making recipes for 
others (M 37-54) 



Reflecting on the harvest

ÅA very rich and diverse harvest:
ÅInspiring and well-documented examples

ÅImproved understanding of common dynamics and trends (across 
LLs), but also of the place-specificity of (governing) rural-urban 
relations

ÅThis conference gives you a flavour of this harvest, but stay 
tuned to https://rural-urban.eu/for the full harvest

https://rural-urban.eu/


Reflecting on the process

ÅWorking in LLs and across LLs in CoPs was a new approach for 
many of us (e.g. LLs as a tool many implemented in urban 
areasύΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ŀ ΨƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ-by-ŘƻƛƴƎΩ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ

ÅBalancing act:
ÅFlexibility vs. structure (i.e. ROBUST Description of Work);
ÅInitial plans vs. new (local) policy priorities
ÅDiversity vs. commonalities
ÅCompeting interests and diverging expectations

ÅTo have better impactful research and innovation, these 
projects need more time (10 years?)



It’s team work, so thanks to all ROBUSTers!



Thank you very much!

ROBUST receives funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research and 
innovation programmeunder grant agreement No 727988. The content of this publication 
does not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the European Union. Responsibility for 
the information and views expressed therein lies entirely with its author(s).

Han Wiskerke
Rural Sociology Group, Wageningen University
E-mail: han.wiskerke@wur.nl



First key note speaker: Alexia Rouby

ÅResearch programme Officer DG Agri

ÅActive involvement in ROBUST at the research ςpolicy interface 
from the very beginning (highly appreciated)

ÅImportant message at kick-off meeting:
ÅL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 
ƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭέ ƻǊ άŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘέΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƛƭŘǎ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ

ÅAlthough we too concluded that areas are diverse, I think we 
managed to beyond that and were able to provide useful input 
for the Long Term Vision on Rural Areas




