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HAN WISKERKE



The ROBUST timeline

AROBUST is a Horizon 2020 rradtbr research and
Innovation project

Al ft F2N LINEZdudl@atdd aolicg fyaindwiork S R
and governance models for synergies in +urahn linkages

AStarted to develop consortium and project in July 2015
AStage 1 proposal submitted 17 February 2016

AFull proposal submitted 13 September 2016

AProject started 1 June 2017 and ends 30 November 2021



Changes during the ROBUST timeline
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growth and job creation in rural areas

ACOVIEL9 pandemic: has impacted our work (incl.
conference), but also redefined ruxalban relations and

Interdependencies

AGrowing attention for climate change & biodiversity: Green
Deal

AShift from focus on economic growth to wellbeing
AShift from sectoral to integrated approach



Objective of ROBUST

AThe overall goal of ROBUST is to

a) advance our understanding of the interactions and
dependencies between rurgerrurban and urban areas, and

b) identify and promote policies, governance models and practices
that foster mutually beneficial relations.

AApproach (multactor):
A11 Living Labs (LLs)
A5 Thematic Communities of Practice (CoPs)



Living Labs
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Communities of Practice
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Community of Practice
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Work plan
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WP1:
Action and policy-oriented conceptual and methodological framework

$

WP2:
Rapid appraisal of available data and existing studies, governance
arrangements, planning instruments & policy frameworks

WP3:
In-depth case studies

WP8: Project management
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Reflecting on the harvest

AA very rich and diverse harvest:
Alnspiring and wellocumented examples

Almproved understanding of common dynamics and trends (across
_Ls), but also of the plaspecificity of (governing) ruralban
relations

AThis conference gives you a flavour of this harvest, but stay
tuned tohttps://rural-urban.eu/for the full harvest
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https://rural-urban.eu/

Reflecting on the process

AWorking in LLs and across LLs in CoPs was a new approach
many of us€.g. LLs as a tool many implemented in urban
area®) 3 KSY OS-byiR2WH/SIIIONILINP DS 34 &

ABalancing act:
AFlexibility vs. structure (i.e. ROBUST Description of Work);
Alnitial plans vs. new (local) policy priorities
ADiversity vs. commonalities
ACompeting interests and diverging expectations

ATo have better impactful research and innovation, these
projects need more time (10 years?)
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Thank you very much!

Han Wiskerke
Rural Sociology Group, Wageningen University
E-mail: han.wiskerke@wur.nl

ROBUST receives funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research and
innovationprogrammeunder grant agreement No 72798ghe content of this publication
does not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the European Union. Responsibility for
the information and views expressed therein lies entirely igthuthor(s).




First key note speaker: Alexidouby

AResearch programme Officer DG Agri

AActive involvement in ROBUST at the reseamilicy interface
from the very beginning (highly appreciated)

Almportant message at kiakf meeting:
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AAlthough we too concluded that areas are diverse, | think we
managed to beyond that and were able to provide useful input
for the Long Term Vision on Rural Areas
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KEYNOTE

ALEXIA ROUBY

Policy Officer, DG-AGRI, European Commission

Rural-Urban in the EC's
Long Term Vision for
Rural Areas
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