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Ourrural areasare the fabric of our societyand the heartbeatof

our economy Thediversityof the landscapecultureand heritage
IS one of 9 dzN.R mdSt@efining and remarkablefeatures They
area corepart of our identity and our economiqootential.

We will cherishand preserveour rural areasand investin their
future.

PresidentVon derLeyenc July 2019
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A Communication

A Staff Working Document
with analysis, EU policies
and foresight (3 parts)

A SynopsisReportof the
public consultation

A Factsheet

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities20192024/newpusheuropean
democracy/longterm-visionrural-areas_en



[LOngerm Vision for

U s Slure: | Arense 4

Figure 1 EU Population by Degree of Urbanisation (LAU areas) and remoteness, 2011, in %
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21.6% 37.7% = Towns and suburbs, close
to a city
® REemote towns and suburbs
/ Rural areas close to a city
4. 1%

m Remote rural areas

27.7%

Source: JRC-REGIO based on GEQOSTAT 2011



Vision for |
rural areas Rural -urban gaps

Older population Analysis

Women and young out-
migration

Lower GDP/capita

Lower accessto services
Weaker infrastructures
Lower accessto fast internet
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Higher feeling of being
overlooked (remote)




Key for ecosystem services
Bio- and circular economy
Ecological and digital
transitions

Increasing demands from
society (e.g. food,
recreation)

Recovery from COVID 19
Crisis

Analysis



