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General Remarks

Differencesbetweennational and spatialstatistics

Reference National Statistics SpatialStatistics

Contentwise Nodifference

Temporal nodifference

Spatial Constant area Varies (different approaches)
Å Administrative regions

(they canvaryover time)
Å Analytical regions
Å Homogeneousregions
Å Geogrefenceable



Å European Union proposes a spatial classification according to population 
densities for intra-European spatial comparisons 

Å 3 categories: 

Å rural area with less than 300 inhabitants per km2, 

Å peri-urban areawith more than 300 and up to 1500 inhabitants/km2, 

Åmetropolitan area with more than 1500 inhabitants/km2.

Å This demarcation is initially taken as a basis. It seems somewhat too 
rough for detailed analyses, so that the individual groups can be 
considered more differentiated if necessary.
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Formal Definitions

Formal Definition

European Union: Degree of urbanisationclassification ς2011; 
revision 2018



Example applied to different spatial structures
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Formal Definitions

Used spatial reference 

Ȅ җ олл

мрл Ҕ Ȅ җ олл

олл Ҕ Ȅ җ тлл

тлл Ҕ Ȅ җ ммлл

ммлл Ҕ Ȅ җмрлл

мрлл Ҕ Ȅ җ ослл

ослл Ҕ Ȅ җ сллл

6000 < x

rural

peri urban

metropolitan
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Population on regional level, 2017: LAU 2

Own calculations based on 
© GeoBasis-DE / BKG 2013. 
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Population on regional level, 2017: NUTS 3

Own calculations based on 
© GeoBasis-DE / BKG 2013. 
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Population 2017 on regional level: Grids, sqkm

Own calculations based on 
data from RWI-GEO-GRID.
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Population 2017 on regional level: Grids, sqkm

NorthrhineςWestphalia
indusrialcore

Berlin Brandenburg

Own calculations based on 
data from RWI-GEO-GRID.


